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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES EARLY WORK OF WALT DISNEY 

Disney in Wonderland: The Silent Cartoons of Walt Disney 

Sun, 3:30 pm and Wed, 7 pm, January 2-19, 1994 

$4; $3 CMA members. Special children’s tickets: $2 kids 12 and under. 

Walt Disney claimed “it all started with a mouse,” but he actually began his career as a commercial 
artist at a Kansas City advertising company in 1920, making promotional fillers that were shown in 
local theaters. After starting his own studio to make a string of unreleased “Laugh-O-gram” fairy 
tales, he moved to Hollywood and made a series of Alice comedies, mixing live action and animation. 
But it wasn’t until the end of the decade that he finally broke through to unqualified success with 
Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, and, within a year, Mickey Mouse. Essentially, Disney’s early career was a 
decade of constant battles and disappointments: his Kansas City studio went bankrupt; he lost the 
rights to Ills most popular cartoon character; he was cheated on contracts; and he lost most of bis staff 
to corporate raiders. The work itself, though, already showed the genius that would soon make 
Disney a household name. Four programs of silent, pre-Mickey Mouse short subjects, plus a few 
Mickey sound classics, demonstrate the breadth of Disney’s early animated experiments. AH made in 
USA, mostly in b&w, they will be shown with live musical accompaniment by popular jazz and 
ragtime pianist George Foley. This series was organized by the American Museum of the Moving 
Image, Astoria, NY. The program consists of 35mm b&w prints from the Wait Disney Studios. 

Sun/2 Program I: Disney’s Roaring Twenties, 1921-28, 65 min. Ten shorts ranging from Disney’s 
early “Laugh-O-grams” to samples of his “Alice” series that mixed live action and animation. Two 
cartoons feature Oswald the Rabbit and Mickey Mouse’s first screen appearance in ‘Plane Crazy,” a 
1928 sound film. 

Wed/5 Program II: Scary Tales and Adventures, 1924-1933, 65 min. Ten surreal, macabre tales 
(eight silent) culminate in tire uncut version of cartoon “The Mad Doctor” (1933), starring Mickey 
Mouse. 

Sun/16 Program HI: Scraps, Battles and Wars, 1922-1932, 70 min. Ten shorts (eight silent) include 
“Laugh-O-grams,” “Alice” adventures, an Oswald caitoon, and “Bugs in Love,” a 1932 “Silly 
Symphony” showing Disney’s influence. 

Wed/19 Program IV: Crazy Ideas, Modern Inventions, 1924-1936, 70 min. Ten ingenious animated 
shoits (eight silent), conclude with tire Mickey Mouse sound classics “Steamboat Willie” (1928) and 
“Mickey’s Grand Opera” (1936). 

11150 EAST BOULEVARD, CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106-1797 
TEL 216-421-7340 TDD 216-421-0018 FAX 216-421-0411 



